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They all mean 

lack of sureness 

about someone or 

something. 
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may range from a falling 
short of certainty to an 
almost complete lack of 
conviction or knowledge 
especially about an outcome 
or result. 
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(…) need to enhance decision-making 
processes on adaptation by better 
dealing with and communicating 
uncertainties in climate knowledge. 

The general concern on climate adaptation 

Joint Initiative on Climate Uncertainties 
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Establish a network of renowned excellence, capable of 
sharing and advancing scientific knowledge and practice on 
the theme of “dealing and communicating climate and 
climate change uncertainties in support of adaptation 
decision-making” 
 

Develop and publish these advances in the form of a final 
publication intended to serve as a ‘Guide’ to deal with 
uncertainty in adaptation decision-making that is able to 
provide practical case-study examples. 

Joint Initiative on Climate Uncertainties: Goals 
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Analyse case-studies received with the goal of 
understanding: 

1. How were uncertainties in climate change adaptation 
dealt with? 
 

2. How were they communicated to stakeholders? 
 

3. What were the impacts of addressing them in the 
decision-making process? 
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Methodology 
Joint Initiative on Climate Uncertainties 

1. Request submission of case-studies dealing with 
climate and climate change uncertainties in 
adaptation [template] 
 

2. Analysis of templates received by co-editors of the 
publication 
 

3. Request for telephone interviews with authors 
(when needed) 
 

4. Compilation and validation of information received 
 

5. Case-study selection 

 

 

 

 

 - Ongoing activity 

tbd 



A total of 22 case-studies have been received 
 

18 case-studies will be analysed for the purpose of this 
presentation 
 

Only 1 case-study (of the 18) deals with an adaptation 
measure. All others are oriented towards capacity building 
in the field of adaptation to climate change 

Results: Case-study overview 
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Scale of intervention 

International 
0% 

National 
53% 

Regional (sub-
national) 

21% 

Local 
26% 
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Sectors represented 
 

 

33% 

28% 

17% 

17% 

28% 

33% 

28% 

50% 

61% 

72% 
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Other

Biodiversity

Marine and Fisheries

Health

Coastal areas

Financial

Agriculture & Forestry

Disaster risk reduction

Infrastructure

Water Management
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Characterisation of decision-makers 

Public 78% 

State owned 
companies 

17% 

Private 17% 

Non-profit 
organisation 

6% 
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Results 

1. How were uncertainties in climate change 
adaptation dealt with? 
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Stakeholder involvement



Results 

2. How were they communicated to stakeholders? 
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Results 

3. What were the impacts of addressing them in the 
decision-making process? 

61% 

6% 

17% 

17% 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

n.a.(no formal impact on decision-making process)

Use more than one scenario in analysis

Investement in data monitoring / reducing uncertainties

Aspect must be considered in future infrastructure design
studies and/or included in decision-making process



Still at an early stage of dealing with uncertainties in climate 
and climate change adaptation (capacity building) 
 

Some sectors seem to deal more with  uncertainty than 
others 
 

Decision-makers from public institutions seem to be more 
alert and eager to consider uncertainties in adaptation 
decision-making 

 

Conclusion 



Most favorite methods to deal with uncertainty are: 
stakeholder engagement, scenario analysis and expert 
elicitation 

 

Most case-studies demonstrate that dealing with 
uncertainties in climate change adaptation is still a 
relatively new process which is shown by the relatively low 
impact in decision-making processes 

Conclusion 



Yet, we make 

decisions everyday in 

spite of the 

uncertainty 
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